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BIGGER'S HANDBOOK OF BACTERIOLOGY. By F. S. Stewart, M.D.(Dublin), F.R.C.P.I.
Seventh Edition. (Pp. 611; figs. 92; plates 3. 37s. 6d.) London: Baillierc, Tindall & Cox,
1959.
PROFESSOR STEWART, Professor of Bacteriology and Preventive Medicine in Dublin University,
has, after a lapse of ten years, brought out the seventh edition of Bigger's Handbook of
Bacteriology and he has endeavoured to preserve its original character in spite of the fact that
the amount of new knowledge available since 1949 is very large. This applies particularly to
the viruses and, in order to include adequate information about them, Professor Stewart
omitted the chapters on fungal and protozoal infections which were in the previous editions.
In spite of this omission, the book contains six hundred pages and is by no means a small
volume, since, because of new knowledge, practically three-quarters of the text has had to
be rewritten. Indeed it would be useful to the practising physician as a book of reference
since it is up to date, clear, and comprehensive enough to meet most of their requirements.
From the point of view of the average medical student, the book would- be more useful if
it were shorter and if the sections on fungi and protozoa had not been left out. These two
subjects seem to be the poor relations of the viruses and bacteria but in ordinary practice they
are not of negligible importance and the student should be introduced to them at some stage
in the undergraduate career.
The systematic description of the various bacterial genera has been done most competently.
Streptococci and C. diphtheria are particularly fully dealt with but one might suggest that a
little more emphasis could have been placed on the r6le of the staphylococcus pyogenes in the
problem of cross infection in hospitals.
It may be correct to label the Cl. Welchii "Cl. perfringens," but in spite of Bergey, the
name C. Welchii is the better known and more commonly used one.
T1he chapter on the general properties of viruses gives the student just the information
necessary and the whole section on virology is to be recommended not only for students but
for those members of the profession who wisli to be brought up to date as painlessly as
possible.
The reviewer found very few mistakes but, incidentally, Dr. Likar's name is as written.
The book is easy to read, pleasant to handle, well produced, and the illustrations are good,
but the inclusion of some more figures and graphs would have been an advantage especially
in the section on immunology.
Previous editions of this work have been very popular with students and this new edition
is a worthy successor to those that have preceded it. It might also be described as a fitting
memorial to the late Professor Bigger, who, as he stated in his preface to the first edition,
always had his students' welfare uppermost in his mind. E.O. B.
CARDIOVASCULAR SOUND IN HEALTH AND DISEASE. By Victor A. McKusick,
M.D. (Pp. xii + 570; illustrated. 120s.) London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cox, 1959.
THIs book is a monumental work covering all aspects of the vibrations produced by the
movements of the structures of the heart during the cardiac cycle in health and disease.
Respiratory sounds are also covered. There are nine sections, each devoted to a particular
theme of the subject. The historical survey in section one should be read by all doctors-it is
comprehensive and intensely interesting, and relates some of the lighter side of the Paris of
Lannec, when that city led the world in cardiological clinical research. However, the
cardiologist is likely to derive most benefit from the book. The technique of spectral phono-
cardiography, as developed by the author, is expounded. The sections on the systematic
presentation of heart sounds in particular aspects of heart disease, such as valvular lesions
and congenital lesions, are particularly useful for clinical assessment, and are a valuable source
of reference for special information in the subject. The research worker will require this book.
It is well indexed, and there are over 1,600 references. The book is produced in good quality
glazed paper, and the type is clear. Its 506 pages contain a mine of information, which every
library should provide. E. F.
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